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The Merry jViues ofWindfor. 


Be thoa afliam'd that I haue tookc vpon.me, 

Such an immodeft raymcnt j if (hame liuc 

In a difguife of loue ? 

It is the leffer blot modefiy findes , 

Women to change their fr>apes,then men their minds. 

Pnj.Then men their nundsftis trueioh heuen,wercman 
But Conftant,hc were perfect ; that one error 
Fils him with faults: makes him run through all th'fins ; 
Inconftancy falls-ofF, ere it begins : 
What is in Siluia s face, but I may fpie 
More frefri in folia s % with a conftant eye? 

Val. Comc,come : a hand from either : 
Let me be blcft to make this happy clofe : 
'Twcre pitty two fuch friends ihould be long foes. 

Pro. Beare witnes (heauen) I hauc my wi(h for euer. 

Jul. And I mine. 

Out-L A prize: a prize: a prize. 

Val. Forbeare,forbeare I fay : It is my Lord the Duke. 
Your Grace is welcome to a man difgrae'd, 
Baniflhcd Valentine. 

Duke. Sir V dentine ? 

7'bu. Yonder is Siluia : and Siluia s mine. 

Val. Tbnrio giue backe ; or clfe embrace thy death : 
Come not within the meafure of my wrath : 
Doe not name Siluia thine : if once againe, 
£Vr*>frffhalI not hold thee: heerc flieftands , 
Take but poffeflion of her,with a Touch : 
I dare thee, but to breath vpon my Loue. 
i Tbur. Sir Valentine, I care not for her, I: 
I hold him but a foole that will endanger 
His Body, for a Girle that loues him not 2 
I claime her not,and therefore fhe is thine. 

Dul^e. The more degenerate and bafc art thou 
To make fuch meanes for her,as thou haft done, 
And lcauc her on fuch flight conditions. 


Now,by the honor of myAnceftry, 
I doe applaud thy fphit y Valentine, 
And thinke thee worthy of an Emprefle loue * 
Know then, I heere forget all former greefes, 
Cancell all grudge, repealc thee home againe, 
Plead a new ftatc in thy vn-riuaf d merit, 
To which I thus fubferibe : Sir Valentine, 
Thou art a Gcntleman,and well deriu'd, 
Take thou thy Siluia y for thou haft deferu'd her. 

VaL I thank your Grace, ^ gift hath made me happy. 
I now befeech you (for your daughters fake ) 
To grant one Boone that I fhall aske of you. 

Duke. I grant it (for thine ownc) what ere it be. 

VaL Thefe banifh'd men,that I haue kept withall, 
Are men endu'd with worthy qualities : 
Forgiuc them what they haue committed here, 
And let them be recalled from their Exile .* 
They arc reformed, ciuilly fulJ of good, K 
And fit for great employment (worthy Lord.) 

Dukf. Thou haft preuaild,I pardon them and thec : 
Difpofc of them,as thou knowft their defem. 
Come,lct vs goe, we will include all iarres, 
With Triumphes, Mirth, and rare folernnity. 

V aL And as we walke along,1 4are be bold 
With our d'fcourfe, to make your Grace to froilc. 
What thinke you of this Page (my Lord { ) 

Duke, I chink the Boy hath grace in him, he bluftcs. 

VaL I warrant you (my Lord)more gracc,then Boy,' 

*Duke. What meane you by that faying? 

V */. Pleafc you, He tell you,as we pafTe along, 
That you will wonder what hath fortuned : 
Come Pmhetu, 'tis your pennance,but to hcarc 
The ftory of your Loues difcouered. 
That donc,our day of marriage fliall be yours, 
One Fcaft,onc houfe, one mutuall happinefle. Exeunt, 


The names of all the Actors. 

Duke: Father to Siluia. 
Valentine.! . ^ , 
ProtheusS the ™ dGe * tUme "< 
Anthonio: father to protheus. 
Thurio: a foolijh riuall to Valentine. 


Egl&moure : Agent for Siluia in her ejeape. 
Ho [I: where Julia lodges. 
Out-larveswith Valentine. 
Speed: a clowntfh fsruantto Valentine. 
Launce : the like to Protheus. 
Panthiomferuantto Antonio, 
luliaibelouedof Prothetu. 
Siluia: beloued of Valentine. 
Lucetta; waighti»g<woman to lulia. 
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THE 

Merry Wiucs ofWindfor. 


&j#ftui primus, Scena prima. 



Enter lufiiceShMow, Slender, Sir Hugh Euans, Ma/ler 

Page,FalftofFe,Bardolph,Ny m > Pifto11 ' Amlc Pa S c ' 
mftrejfe Ford, CMiJlrejfe Page, Simple. 

Shallow. 

Ir Hugh j perfwade me not : I will make a Star- 
Chamber matter of it, ifhee were twenty Sir 
Iohn Falftojfsy he fliall not 3bufc Robert Shallow 
Efquirc. (Coram. 
Slept. In the County ofqiecefler* Iuftice of Peace and 
SbaL I (Cofcn Slender) and Cuft-alorum. 
Skn. I, and Rato lorum too ; and a Gentleman borne 
(Matter Parfon) who writes himfclfr Armigero , in any 
Bill, Warrant, Quittanec,or Obligation, Armigero. 

SbaL I that I doe,and haue done any time thefe three 
hundred yeeres* 

Slen. All his fuccetfbrs (gone before him)hath don t: 
and all his Anceftors( that come after him) may ; they 
may giue the dozen white Luces in their Coate. 
SbaL ItisanoldeCoatc. 

Euans. The dozen white Lowfes doe become an old 
Coat well : it agrees well paffant* It is a familiar beali to 
man,and fignifies Loue. 

SbaL The Lufe is the frefh-fifli, the fak-filh,is an old 
Coate. 

Slen. I may quarter (Coz). 

SbaL You may,by marrying. 

Euans. It is marring indeed, if he quarter it. 

SbaL Not a whit. 

Euan. Yes per-lady : ifhe ha's a quarter of your coat, 
there is but three Skirts for your felfe, in my Ample con- 
ic6hires ; but that is all one : if Sir lob* Falflaffe haue 
committed difparagements vnto you,I am of the Church 
and will be glad to do my bencuolenec, to make 3ttonc- 
ments and compremifes betwecneyou. 

SbaL The Councell fhall heare it, it is a Riot, 

Euan. It is not meet the Councell heare a Riot : there 
Is no feare of Got in a Riot : The Councell ( looke you) 
fliall defire to heare the feare of Got , and not to heare a 
Riot : take your viza-ments in that* 

SbaL Ha ; o'my life,if I were yong againe, the fword 
(ttould end it. 

Euans. It is petter that friends is the fword, and end 
it : and there is alfo another deuice in my praine , which 
peraduenture prings goot difcretions with it. There rs 
AnncPagc, which is daughter to Matter Thomas P*g*> 
which is pretty virginity. 

Slen. KMiflfk Anne Page ? (he has browne haire, and 
fpeakes fmall like a woman* 


Suans. It is that ferry perfon for all the orld, as iuft as 
you will defire , and feuen hundred pounds of Moncycs, 
and Gold, and Siluer,is her Grand-fire vpon his deaths- 
bed, (Got deliuer to a ioyfull refurre&ions) giue, when 
(lie is able to ouertake feuentecne yecres old. It were a 
goot motion, if we lcauc our pribblcs and prabbles,and 
defire a marriage betwecne Maftcr ^^W;,and Miftris 
Anne Page. 

Slen. Did her Grand-fire leauc herfeauen hundred 
pound? 

Eu.m. I, and her father is make her a petter penny. 
Slen. I know the young Gentlcwoman>fhe has good 
gifts. 

Euan. Scuen hundred pounds, andpofifibilities, is 
goot gifts. 

SbaL Wel,let vs fee honed M r Vage: is Taljlaffe there? 

Suan. Shall I tellyoualyepldocceipilea Iyer, as 1 
doe defpifeonc that is faifc,or as 1 dcipiie one that is not 
true: the Knight Sir Iohn is rherc,, and I befeech you be 
ruled by your well-willcrs : I will peat the doore for hi 7 . 
Page. What hoa?Got-pleffeyour howfe heere. 
M*.Page. Who's there ? 

Euan. Here is goYs plefling and your friend, and Iu- 
flice Shallow^nd heere yong Matter Slender ; that pcrad- 
uentures fli.ill tell you another talc , if matters grow to 

your likings. 

M*.Page. Iam glad to fee your Worfliips well :I 
thankcyou for my Venifon Mafter Shallow. 

SbaL Maimer Page,\ am glad to fee you : much good 
doe it your good heart : I wifli'd your Veniibn better, it 
was ill killd : how doth good MifireflTc Pagei and I thank 
youalwaics with my heart, la ; with my heart. 

M. Page. Sir, I thanke you, 

SbaL Sir, I thanke you : by yea, and no I doe. 

M.Pa. I am glad to fee you,good Matter Slender. 

Slen. How do's your fallow Greyhound, Sir, I heard 
fay he was out-run on £otfaR. 

M.Pa. It could not be iudg'd, Sir. 

Slen. You'll not confefle : you'll not confeffe. 

SbaL That he will not, 'tis your fault,'tis your fault : 
'tis a good dogge. 

M.Pa. A Cur, Sir. 

SbaL Sir : hee's a good dog 5 and a fairc dog,can there 
be more faid ? he is good, and faire. Is Sir Iohn Falfiajfe 
heere ? 

M.Pa. Sir, hce is within : and I would I could doc a 
good office be twecne you. 

Euan. It is fpoke as a Chriftians ought to fpeake. 

Sbal. He hath wronged me (Maftcr Page.) 

M*Pa. Sir,hc doth in fome fort confeffe it. 
v Do Sha.j 



